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SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 5, 1985. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing $500 million in additional
bonding authority for the veterans' housing assistance program and changing the definition of
those veterans eligible to participate in the veterans' land program and the veterans' housing
program by authorizing the legislature by law to define an eligible veteran fo, the purposes of
those programs."

Adopted by the Senate on February 12, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0;
adopted by the House on May 20, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 125, Nays 9,
three present not voting.

Received: May 29,1985
To be voted on: November 5,1985

S.J.R No. 10

Senate Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment granting the supreme court and the
court of criminal appeals jurisdiction to answer questions of state law certified from federal
appellate courts.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of I exas.:

SECTION 1. Article V, of the Texas Constitution is amended by adding Section 3-c to read
as follows:

"Section 3-c. (a) The supreme court and the court of criminal appeals have jurisdiction to
answer questions of state law certified from a federal appellate court.

"(b) The supreme court and the court of criminal appeals shall promulgate rules of procedure
relating to the review of those questions."

SECTION 2. The following temporary provision is added to the Texas Constitution:
"TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional

amendment proposed by the 69th Legislature, Regular Session, 1985, granting the supreme court
and the court of criminal appeals jurisdiction to answer questions of state law certified from a
federal appellate court.

"(b) The constitutional amendment takes effect January 1, 1986
"(c) This temporary provision takes effect an the adoption of the amendment by the voters and

expires January 2, 1986."
SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an

election to be held November 5, 1985. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment granting the Supreme Court of Texas
and the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas jurisdiction to answer questions of state law certified
from a federal appellate court."

Adopted by the Senate on February 18, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0;
Senate concurred in House amendment on May 20, 1985, by the following
vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopted by the House, with amendment, on May 16, 1985,
by the following vote: Yeas 141, Nays 0, one present not voting.

Received: May 24,1985
To be voted on: November 5,1985

S.J.R No. 14

Senate Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment relating to court jurisdiction and
administration and to create the Judicial Districts Board and to provide for the reapportionment
of judicial districts by that board or by the Legislative Redistricting Board

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. That Article V of the Texas Constitution be amended by adding Section 7a to
read as follows:
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"Section 7a. (a) The Judicial Districts Board is created to reapportion the judicial districts
authorized by Article V Section 7, of this constitution.

"(b) The membership of the board consists of the Chief Justice of the Texas Supreme Court who
serves as chairman, the presiding judge of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, the presiding
judge of each of the administrative judicial districts of the state, the president of the Texas Judicial
Council, and one person who is licensed to practice law in this state appointed by the governor with
the advice and consent of the senate for a term of four years. In the event of a vacancy in the
appointed membership, the vacancy is filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the
original appointment.

"(c) A majority of the total membership of the board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of
business. The adoption of a reapportionment order requires a majority vote of the total
membership of the board

"(d) The reapportionment powers of the board shall be exercised in the interims between
regular sessions of the legislature, except that a reapportionment may not be ordered by the board
during an interim immediately following a regular session of the legislature in which a valid and
subsisting statewide apportionment ofjudicial districts is enacted by the legislature. The board has
other powers and duties as provided by the legislature and shall exercise its powers under the
policies, rules, standards, and conditions, not inconsistent with this section, that the legislature
provides.

"(e) Unless the legislature enacts a statewide reapportionment of the judicial districts following
each federal decennial census, the board shall convene not later than the first Monday of June of
the third year following the year in which the federal decennial census is taken to make a statewide
reapportionment of the districts. The board shall complete its work on the reapportionment and
file its order with the secretary of state not later than August 31 of the same year. If the Judicial
Districts Boardfails to make a statewide apportionment by that date, the Legislative Redistricting
Board established by Article III, Section 28, of this constitution shall make a statewide
reapportionment of the judicial districts not later than the 150th day after the final day for the
Judicial Districts Board to make the reapportionment.

"(9 In addition to the statewide reapportionment, the board may reapportion the judicial
districts of the state as the necessityfor reapportion meni appears by redesignating, in one or more
reap rtionment orders, the county or counties that comprise the specific judicial districts affected
by those reapportionment orders. In modifying any judicial district, no county having a population
as large or ager than the population of the judicial district being reapportioned shall be added to
the judicial district.

"(g) Except as provided by Subsection (i) of this section, this section does not limit the power of
the legislature to reapportion the judicial districts of the state, to increase the number of judicial
districts, or to providefor consequent matters on reapportionment. The legislature may providefor
the effect of a reapportionment made by the board on pending cases or the transfer of pending
cases, for jurisdiction of a county court where county court jurisdiction has been vested by law in a
district court affected by the reapportionment, for terms of the courts upon existing officers and
their duties, and for all other matters affected by the reapportionment. The legislature may
delegate any of these powers to the board. The legislature shall provide for the necessary expenses
of the board.

"(h) Any judicial reapportionment order adopted by the board must be approved by a record
vote of the majority of the membership of both the senate and house of representatives before such
order can become effective and binding.

"(i) The legislature, the Judicial Districts Board, or the Legislative Redistricting Board may not
redistrict the judicial districts to provide for any judicial district smaller in size than an entire
county except as provided by this section. Judicial districts smaller in size than the entire .7ounty
may be created subsequent to a general election where a majority of the persons voting on the
proposition adopt the proposition 'to allow the division of County into judicial districts composed
of parts of County.' No redistricting plan may be proposed or adopted by the legislature, the
Judicial Districts Board, or the Legislative Redistricting Board in anticipation of a future action by
the voters of any county."

SECTION 2. That Article V, Section 6, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read as
follows:

"Section 6. The state shall be divided into courts of appeals districts, with each district having a
Chief Justice, two or more other Justices, and such other officials as may be provided by law. The
Justices shall have the qualifications prescribed for Justices of the Supreme Court. (Th i
IV Z diide the Stte to sueh remeud..... ditetsast*e .....

se~w,"dAG s tablshi a Goirt of Apeal i efteh of SHW ....
Sa Gh qiee eid at lest two A eejate jstieaeho S h"e

the qualifieeiem s herei pp eried foer jstiees of the Stpeme CGourt.] The Court of
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Appeals may sit in sections as authorized by law. The concurrence of a majority of the judges
sitting in a section is necessary to decide a case. Said Court of Appeals shall have appellate
jurisdiction coextensive with the limits of their respective districts, which shall extend to all cases
of which the District Courts or County Courts have original or appellate jurisdiction, under such
restrictions and regulations as may be prescribed by law. Provided, that the decision of said
courts shall be conclusive on all questions of fact brought before them on appeal or error. Said
courts shall have such other jurisdiction, original and appellate, as may be prescribed by law.

"Each of said Courts of Appeals shall hold its sessions at a place in its district to be designated
by the Legislature, and at such time as may be prescribed by law. Said Justices shall be elected
by the qualified voters of their respective districts at a general election, for a term of six years and
shall receive for their services the sum provided by law. Each Court of Appeals shall appoint a
clerk in the same manner as the clerk of the Supreme Court which clerk shall receive such
compensation as may be fixed by law.
"[On the effeet~e ee o -hio -merdmeit, the jutiees o the ... eseHi4 (ots 4 e iii

e beeoewe the Jstiees f the COot. f4 *a fo the ter of of fiee to whiehorete at otte4 as J.ietiees 4f the (,otw.a 4 Giv~iA ,z the S~apteme islea
t ,s beeame the Supreme Jtwhtl Dstriets fat the Gourts of Appeals.] All

constitutional and statutory references to the Courts of Civil Appeals shall be construed to mean
the Courts of Appeals."

SECTION 3. That Article V, Section 7, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read as
follows:

"Section 7. The State shall be divided into [as mary] judicial districts, with each district
having one or more Judges as may be provided by law or by this Constitution [as may now or
hereafterbe pb e d4 6 , whieh my be iereaged t di.inishe by aw]. Each
district judge [ e distiet there] shall be elected by the qualified voters [thee4,] at a
General Election and [; , J e who] shall be a citizen of the United States and of this State,
who is [shell be] licensed to practice law in this State and has [shall ha+e] been a practicing
lawyer or a Judge of a Court in this State, or both combined, for four (4) years next preceding his
election, who has [sllhe h~te] resided in the district in which he was elected for two (2) years
next preceding his election, and who shall reside in his district during his term of office and [T
wha 96h] hold his office for the period of four (4) years, and who shall receive for his services
an annual salary to be fixed by the Legislature. The Court shall conduct its proceedings at the
county seat of the county in which the case is pending, except as otherwise provided by law. He
shall hold the regular terms of his Court at the County Seat of each County in his district [at
leat twiee in eneh yea,] in such manner as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature shall
have power by General or Special Laws to make such provisions concerning the terms or
sessions of each Court as it may deem necessary.

'The Legislature shall also provide for the holding of District Court when the Judge thereof is
absent, or is from any cause disabled or disqualified from presiding.

~Thel~itriet eswho fmy be itt offiee when this Amendlment takes effeet shel
h.1tpiees t-w respeeti;-e terms s he expire umider their present eleetion or
ep':nt-ent-]"

SECTION 4. That Article V, Section 8, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read as
follows:

"Section 8. District Court jurisdiction consists of exclusive. appellate, and original jurisdiction
of all actions, proceedings, and remedies, except in cases where exclusive, appellate, or original
jurisdiction may be conferred by this Constitution or other law on some other court, tribunal, or
administrative body. District Court judges shall have the power to issue writs necessary to enforce
theirJurisdiction. [The istriet G et shell ho otigil jurisiietin in al eqr iina eases

of40e g ee i ,n el1 salts in behal of the State to Pee ye , ......e
F1..te. !eheats, of A eases of ai% o ll -1-.- ...a .s ...... 14e
mgeaidwet, 4A a ltl s te reew -eI- demaes fo s4w tadr or defammti n o eh-raeter; Of A
sats fat trie of title to lad nd fo the ....FeeMe. o lifens thereon,4 Of sa&t-s far the
tre 4 the right of aety iesed aTpar by Nirtte o ay wrt o emeeuti,
,cquc.r1oR --t ebme.. when the on hell be eqte4 ta O eaeeed in

i'e h.... ed d.leiPSs 4 al 0 e aMpe, t tor plem h.ter. withau regard to
any distinetin between latw and eqalty wh tter in eanttovets-y shel be Valued
at or emaont to fi hundred dallas's ee..i 4 -nterest, 4f eantested eieetians anid
said eatrt and the jadges thereof, s*al hfe poer to issue weits 4 ha e
mandamug, irjninet'an atnd eertiarari, nd all wlts neeessry to enfree t ewi jarisie/

"[ite o . 4 ha e ............ dhieteh and general eantra in probate
mratters, atet the County, Gouat t ;1ihdi eteh eaanty, fat appointintg guardians,
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granting letters testatnentar and 4 ad ist . tn probating wi.. s; for settling te
aeennts 4 e*icctors, admin.Atrt.r and gi.ardianq, ad for the transaetion of all
business appertaining to estates, aid origi-al jurisdiction afd ea ntrol over
e.ecuto... ........... gardias and mis nder sueh reg!ations as may be
prescribed by la] The District Court shall have appellate jurisdiction and general
supervisory control over the County Commissioners Court, with such exceptions and under such
regulations as may be prescribed by law[- amd sha have general ori jrisdition over all
esies 4 aetion whatever for whieh a remedy or jurisdictien is net twN-ided by law or
this Constitution, and sie other juri diction, original and appeliate, as mye be proided
bylaw]

"[The district esurt, concurrently Yith the eounty court shal have the general
jmrisdiction of a prbate eurt- t 4l probate w4 8 grn ot o,

;W4 adr"liqtlatin, e te ount ex4 tc; a t aitaim.'.'g to

deeeascd persons, mors, idiots- inties; persons n o ment and eemm"n
drnkards; in.iding the settlement partition an distri 4f estates o deeeased
persons andA to apprentice finors as prov-ided by6l% Int any -- Invlvngth

general ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~t juidcionvorbaeentinldnkue rcei +dstic
eo- shlt4 also hav a other jurisdiction eonferred the eort by 6a- The
legislature, however, shal h the p by loetA or genera l 1-64 Artiele
-V 4 this .onstitltion.otwithstanding; to increase; diminish or eliminate the jarisdiel
tion 4f either thte district eottrt or the eoitty eoisrt int probate itatters; and in eases 4f

y sh ehange o jurisdctin; t glature l aso o the jurisdietion o the
other eoatrts to sueh ehange? The le atuwe sal have power to adopt ris goerning
the f ,in, .4......... and transfer 4 all such eases and proceedings as btween distric
eorts eaunty courts; an4 other eourts h- turisdict 1 the-f and may provide that
,a4 appealts in such matters shall he to the eo rts f (ei- appeals-]"

SECTION 5. That Article V, Section 16, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read a3
follows:

"Section 16. The County Court has jurisdiction as provided by law. The County Judge is the
presiding officer of the County Court and has judicial functions as provided by law. County ,.)urt
judges shall have the power to issue writs necessary to enforce their jurisdiction.

"County Courts in existence on the effective date of this amendment are continued unless
otherwise provided by law. [Te Gounty Court shal have original jurisdietion o all
miidcmcanzrp 4 w e o yarsdctmon is not g4en to te Justices Court
as *e same isn orim hereafter be -r---Aed by law; and when the fine to be
imposed shal emceed$20 and they shl oncurrent jurisdiction with the Jutstie
Court in A ce"i eases w-hen thte "tatter int controv-ersy shal emeceed int value $200 and
not emceed $500; exelusie 4f interest; utless otherw'ise poded by law; and concurrent
juirisdiction w4i the District Court when the matter min eontro-versy shall emceed $500;
andA not emeedA $1,000, exclusiv-e 4f interest; but shall not hae jurisdiction 4f suits for
the recov-ery 4 land- Thtey salhv pelt uidcini eases eivifad criminal 4f
which Justiees Gourts hfav original isdietion, but 4 " s c eases only when the
judgment 4 the court appealied from shatll emecd $20;, ewelusiv-e 4f cost;, under suceh
regulations as may be prescribed by 6%- In all appeals from Justiees Corts there all
be a trial de novo in the County Court; and appeals mafty be proseeuted from the fina
judgment rendered i s eases by the County Court, as we# as all eases eiv and
eriminal of whieb the Count' Court has exelusiv'e or concurrent or original jurisdiction
as may 4 c prescribed by lw a"d tis Constitution.

[TeGunty, Court allft have the general jurisdiction.4f a Probate Court, tey sAll
probate wi4s; appoint guardians 4f minarg idiotsf nattieen, pesone compos mentis
and eo ...non dru.nkards; grt letters tetarentary Ia of a ..itt ., settle
accounts f executrs;, trafnat business aprtanng to deeeased p ns; mor,
idiots, uintics, persons non eompos mentis and eotmmnon drunkards; inceluding the
settlemIen , Mrtition and distributioe st o aftes 4 deeaed pergots t to apprentice

issue writs 4f injunctions;madau and A writs neessary, to the enforemtent 4f the
juirisdiction 4f said (ourt; and to issue writs 4f habeasj corpus in canses where the offense
charged is4 ithin the jurisdiction 4 the County Court, or ay other Court or tribunai
iferior to sid Court. The Cou- C (4 4tud .c j A i jurid4jon in i y
eounty where there is a Criminal Dis trip nferred by l and
ii sch counties appeals from Juistices f';ours an-d other inferior couirts and tribunals in
criminal eases shal be to the Criminal Pqtrict Gtrt under suc regulations as fmy be
preseribed by lv a*d in Al s" eases a appeal all 14e ff stc District Court as
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may be preeeiebed by l6w aed this Genstetution.] When the judge of the County Court is
disqualified in any case pending in the County Court the parties interested may, by consent,
appoint a proper person to try said case, or upon their failing to do so a competent person may be
appointed to try the same in the county where it is pending in such manner as may be prescribed
by law."

SECTION 6. That Article V, Section 17, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read as
follows:

"Section 17. The County Court shall hold terms as [a erm fer eil bssinegs ot ketA enee
in eveey two moiths, e4 shAl dispose o probate business, either i- teem time or
'iaeatioe as "my be preoided by 6w- aed said eout shal4 hold a teem far e,4mirial
business eeee im every moth as may be] provided by law. Prosecutions may be commenced
in said court by information filed by the county attorney, or by affidavit, as may be provided by
law. Grand juries empaneled [empariseled] in the District Courts shall enquire into
misdemeanors, and all indictments therefor returned into the District Courts shall forthwith be
certified to the County Courts or other inferior courts, having jurisdiction to try them for trial;
and if such indictment be quashed in the County, or other inferior court, the person charged,
shall not be discharged if there is probable cause of guilt, but may be held by such court or
magistrate to answer an information or affidavit. A jury in the County Court shall consist of six
men; but no jury shall be empaneled [empanneled] to try a civil case unless demanded by one of
the parties, who shall pay such jury fee therefor, in advance, as may be prescribed by law, unless
he makes affidavit that he is tnable to pay the same."

SECTION 7. That Article V, Section 19, of the Texas Constitution be amended to read as
follows:

"Section 19. Justice of the peace courts shall have original jurisdiction in criminal matters of
misdemeanor cases punishable by fine only, exclusive jurisdiction in civil matters where the
amount in controversy is two hundred dollars or less, and such other jurisdiction as may be
provided by law. Justices of the peace shall be ex officio notaries public [hae jurisdieet n i
erimia matters of A1 eases = heebe orea~e fine eo be itmposed by law "my aet be
mere thm fo two hundred dell , a e ; juris 'ee. ta ei4 matters 4 Al eases
where te amout in eio.tr'y is twf wdeed a es s efelusisve o tee
unless exelusiwe aeigirial wuisdieifto ts t~e he Disteiet er Gounty Gousegs aed

eone'urent Juwsdietiee w _ the Guetv when the matter it eo tr-e'ersy e, eeeds
two hunadred dellarg ed does riot eweeed fis' hundred dellars, expeui -aee~
uniess eelus..e .s....iei. is gre. to the G ourt, ad4 s prmded by lW;,
%-hen ti;e matter'a eentree-eesy eveeeds4fiv edellaes- eoeewet-jt-s~~e
wi-h bth te Goety Courts emd the Distiet Goetts a n m eot to eeeed e
thousand dellaes eelsie 4 interest, utless emeisie ....dietie. is gien to the fGmotty
Geoiets or the Dist-riet Geuts, ated wdel other j..isdietie eeimial aed eivil, as mfay be
proeyided by law;, under suel eegulatiees as mayl be peseie byl-1e ppast h
Gey Goteits sha be allewed at all eases deeided at Justiee& Goeees where the

.t is f more thn twenty dollars eelusi;'e 4 eosts, ed in all eiminal eases
regulatio s as may be presc ribed6 ba d the istiees 4 the peaee shall

be e o4fieio n Rtaies ol ie .Ad they s h e teeotets at mel times aed paees as
my be pretided by law]."

SECTION 8. That Article V of the Texas Constitution be amended by adding a new Section
31 to read as follows:

"Section 31. Court administration and rule-making authority

"Section 31. (a) The Supreme Court is responsible for the efficient administration of the
judicial branch and shall promulgate rules of administration not inconsistent with the laws of the
state as may be necessary for the efficient and uniform administration of justice in the various
courts.

"(b) The Supreme Court shall promulgate rules of civil procedure for all courts not inconsistent
with the laws of the state as may be necessary for the efficient and uniform administration of
justice in the various courts.

"(c) The legislature may delegate to the Supreme Court or Court of Criminal Appeals the power
to promulgate such other rules as may be prescribed by law or this Constitution, subject to such
limitations and procedures as may be provided by law."

SECTION 9. That Article V of the Texas Constitution be amended by repealing Sections 14,
16a, 22, and 25.

SECTION 10. That the following temporary provision be added to the Texas Constitution:
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"TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) This temporary provision applies to the constitutional
amendment proposed by S.J.R. No. 14, 69th Legislature, Regular Session, 1985, and expires
January 1, 1992.

"(b) Courts of Appeals Districts and Judges. The supreme judicial districts of the state become
courts of appeals districts. Associate justices of the courts of appeals become justices of the courts of
appeals.

"(c) County Courts and County Judges. Unless otherwise provided by law, all county courts in
existence under the Constitution continue in effect with jurisdiction as provided by law. The judges
of those courts remain as county court judges and as presiding officers of the county commissioners
courts.

"(d) Municipal Courts, County Courts at Law, and Justice of the Peace Courts. Unless
otherwise provided by law, order, charter, or ordinance, these courts and judges of them remain as
they exist at the time of adoption of the amendments, including any new courts authorized bylaw
but not taking effect until after the date of adoption of these amendments.

"(e) Judicial Districts and Judges. Unless otherwise provided by law, judicial districts in
existence at the time of adoption of these amendments remain in effect, including any districts
authorized by law but not taking effect until after the date of adoption of these amendments.

"(f) Laws and Rules Continued. Except to the extent inconsistent with the provisions of these
amendments, all laws and rules of court in force on the effective date of these amendments
continue in effect until otherwise provided by law.

"(g) Other Provisions. In the event a transfer or transition has not been provided for by these
amendments or other law, the Supreme Court shall provide by rule for the orderly transfer or
transition.

"(h) The initial term of the member of the Judicial Districts Board appointed by the governor
expires on December 31, 1990."

SECTION 11. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held on November 5, 1985. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment providing for the reapportionment of
the judicial districts of the state by the Judicial Districts Board or by the Legislative
Redistricting Board, and providing for the administration and jurisdiction of constitutional
courts."

Adopted by the Senate on April 18, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 24, Nays 5; May
23, 1985, Senate refused to concur in House amendments and requested
appointment of Conference Committee; May 26, 1985, House granted request of
the Senate; May 27, 1985, Senate adopted Conference Committee Report by the
following vote: Yeas 25, Nays 6; adopted by the House, with amendments, on May
22, 1985, by the following vote: Yeas 120, Nays 10, six present not voting; May 26,
1985, House granted request of the Senate for appointment of Conference
Committee; May 27, 1985, House adopted Conference Committee Report by the
following vote: Yeas 124, Nays 19, one present not voting.

Received: June 3,1985
To be voted on: November 5, 1985

S.J.R No. 15

Senate Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the apportionment of the
value of railroad rolling stock among counties for purposes of property taxation.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas.-

SECTION 1. Article VIII, Section 8, of the Texas Constitution is amended to read as follows:
"Section 8. All property of railroad companies shall be assessed, and the taxes collected in the

several counties in which said property is situated, including so much of the roadbed and fixtures
as shall be in each county. The rolling stock may be assessed in gross in the county where the
principal office of the company is located, and the county tax paid upon it[;] shall be apportioned
as provided by general law (by Owe Csmptret-.c,] in proportion to the distance such road may
run through any such county, among the several counties through which the road passes, as a
part of their tax assets."

SECTION 2. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the voters at an
election to be held November 4, 1986. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

SJR 14, SEC 10


